Georgia Animal Cruelty Criminal Provisions

Official Code of Georgia Annotated 16-12-4




GEORG A ANl MAL CRUELTY CRI'M NAL PROVI SI ONS

16-12-4. Cruelty to ani mals.

(a) As used in this Code section, the term

(1) "Animal" shall not include any fish nor shall such term
i nclude any pest that mght be exterm nated or renoved from a
busi ness, residence, or other structure.

(2) "Conviction" shall include pleas of guilty or nolo
contendere or probation as a first offender pursuant to Article
3 of Chapter 8 of Title 42 and any conviction, plea of guilty or
nol o contendere, or probation as a first offender for an offense
under the laws of the United States or any of the several states
that would constitute a violation of this Code section if
commtted in this state.

(3) "WIIful neglect” neans the intentional wthholding of food
and water required by an aninmal to prevent starvation or
dehydrati on.

(b) A person commts the offense of cruelty to aninmals when he
or she causes death or wunjustifiable physical pain or suffering
to any aninmal by an act, an om ssion, or wllful neglect. Any
person convicted of a violation of this subsection shall be
guilty of a m sdeneanor; provided, however, that:

(1) Any person who is convicted of a second or subsequent
violation of this subsection shall be punished by inprisonnent
not to exceed 12 nonths, a fine not to exceed $5,000.00, or
bot h; and

(2) Any person who is convicted of a second or subsequent
violation of this subsection which results in the death of an
animal shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor of a high and aggravated
nature and shall be punished by inprisonment for not |ess than
three nonths nor nore than 12 nonths, a fine not to exceed
$10, 000. 00, or both, which punishnment shall not be suspended,
probated, or wthheld.

(c) A person conmts the offense of aggravated cruelty to
ani mal s when he or she knowi ngly and naliciously causes death or
physi cal harmto an animal by rendering a part of such aninmal's
body useless or by seriously disfiguring such aninmal. A person
convicted of the offense of aggravated cruelty to animls shal
be punished by inprisonment for not |ess than one nor nore than
five years, a fine not to exceed $15,000.00, or both, provided
that any person who is convicted of a second or subsequent
violation of this subsection shall be punished by inprisonnent
for not less than one nor nore than five years, a fine not to
exceed the anount provided by Code Section 17-10-8, or both.



(d) Before sentencing a defendant for any conviction under this
Code section, the sentencing judge my require psychol ogical
evaluation of the offender and shall <consider the entire
crimnal record of the offender.

(e) The provisions of this Code section shall not be construed
as prohibiting conduct which is otherwise permtted under the
|l aws of this state or of the United States, including, but not
limted to, agricultural, aninmal husbandry, butchering, food
pr ocessi ng, mar ket i ng, scientific, research, nmedi cal ,
zool ogi cal, exhibition, conpetitive, hunting, trapping, fishing,
wi | dlife managenent, or pest control practices or the authorized
practice of veterinary nedicine nor to |limt in any way the
authority or duty of the Departnent of Agriculture, Departnent
of Natural Resources, any county board of health, any |[|aw
enforcenment officer, dog, animal, or rabies control officer,
hunmane society, veterinarian, or private |andowner protecting
his or her property.

(f) (1) Nothing in this Code section shall be construed as
prohi biting a person from

(A) Defending his or her person or property, or the person or
property of another, from injury or damage being caused by an
ani mal ; or

(B) Injuring or killing an animl reasonably believed to
constitute a threat for injury or danage to any property,
| i vestock, or poultry.

(2) The nmethod used to injure or kill such animal shall be
designed to be as hunane as is possible under the circunstances.
A person who hurmanely injures or kills an animl under the
circunstances indicated in this subsection shall incur no civi
or crimnal liability for such injury or death.



